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investment at our sales, but mostly
they want to spend money on
something they like.” As you
become more familiar with

auctions, you can gravitate to
bidding live at Mallams' Modern
Art & Design sales, where average
artworks go for around £800-£700,
so more of an outlay.

If there's a particularartist you're
interested in, Max advises setting
an alert on the-saleroom.com; if
something by that artist comes up
for sale at an auction house around
the country, you'll be sent an email.
You could also focus en developing
a good relationship with an auction
house that specialises in a favourad
category, for instance Cornish,
Scottish or East Anglian art. Lay’s
Auctioneers in Penzance holds five
Cornish Art sales a year, and
Caroline Lay is in charge of them.

‘A great thing for budding collectors
todois to make friends with the
auctioneers and cataloguers. Goto
the pre-sale viewings, introduce
yourself, say that you're looking to
start a collection or ask questions
about particular artists. These are
incredible events, with pictures
hung from floor to ceiling. It's like
being in a gallery but even more
intense, as you browse 450 lots.”

If you're hunting bargains or
entry-point works, Caroline
advises looking at artists who are
peripheral to the main schools aff
art in the area, which in Cornwall’s
case are the Newlyn, St Ives and
Lamorna colonies. ‘Barbara

Hepworth and Ben Nicholson are
out of most people’s reach, but look
instead for pieces by Denis Mitchell
who worked for Hepworth for vears

and was a sculptor in his own right,’

she suggests. In the field of pictures
and prints, artists such as Tony
Giles and Rose Hilton would have
known these earlier St Ives figures
as young adults, but their paintings
and prints are much more
affordable: a small gouache
painting by Giles might make £400
at auction, while Hilton's paintings
go from £2,000. The drawings and
etchings of Karl Weschke, a former
German POW in the Second World
War, are also a good bet, costing
E£300-£500. Remember that Buyer's
Premium will be applicable, and
that royalties (known as Artist’s
Resale Right or ARR) are payable
on artworks sold for the equivalent
of €1,000 or above, if the artist has
been dead for less than 70 years.
Lastly, there's the vast realm of
‘antique art’ — oil paintings,
watercolours, Old Masters,
drawings and prints spanning the
i6th to the 10th centuries that are
auction house staples. ‘Old Masters
are more accessible than you would
think.' says Roseberys’ specialist
Charlotte Russell, who's in charge
of three sales a yvear. "While the
IMUSEUIT NAMEs AT'e Very expensive,
there are other artists from the
same context who would have
moved in the same milieu, but are
far more affordable.” She adds that
if you're interested in the really big
names, such as Albrecht Diirer and
Rembrandt, then start small,
looking for works on paper -
drawings and etchings — that cost
in the low thousands of pounds. “At
Roseberys we see a huge variety of
things - Dutch and Italian works;
lots from Britain, too. Among them
you can find absolute bargains, and
that's why auctions are exciting.' 8
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